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*This list includes primarily
PTO events. There may be
additional school activities
not included here. Check the
website calendar and your
student's take-home folder
for other imnortant datesl!

2009-2010 PTO Personnel

Co-Chair & Fundraising
Coordinator
Sandra Ogunremi

Co-Chair & Communication
Coordinator
Kristina Wiebe

Treasurer - Needed
Events Coordinator - Desired

Birthday Table Coordinator -
Needed

Web Page Coordinator
Julie Schriner

Ex-Officio Member
Joyce Beebe, MCS Principal

All parents and teachers are
invited to any and all
scheduled PTO meetings,
which will be publicized in
advance.

FALL EVENT HIGHLIGHTS*

SEPTEMBER
Monday, September 7: Labor Day Holiday (No School)
Fall Parent Orientation, 6:30-8:00pm

Fall Kickoff Ice Cream & Cookie Social, 2:45pm

Thursday, September 10:
Thursday, September 17:
Friday, September 18: Fall Fundraiser Cookie Dough Sales Begin

Wednesday, September 23: Meet Me at the Pole (National student prayer event), 8:15am

OCTOBER

Friday, October 2:
Friday, October 9:
Monday, October 12:  No School

Fall Fundraiser Order Sheets & Money Due

Last day to collect Safeway Card humbers

Monday, October 19:  Cookie Dough Arrives

(Date TBA): Fall Birthday Table, 1% -6" grade w/Sep, Oct & Nov birthdays
Watch for MCS T-Shirt and Sweatshirt order forms

Watch for “Lunch with Dad” days

HELP WANTED — GREAT BENEFITS

Here are some specific ways you can help right now and into the school year. Some are
one-time activities, some are small but ongoing tasks, others are a bit more responsibility,
however, none of them are a major time commitment over the entire year.

Fundraising
1 person: To periodically collect milk caps and Labels for Education, sort and count them for

remittance at the end of the school year.

1-2 people: To help with ordering/distributing new MCS shirts this fall.

1-2 people: To work with the Fundraising Coordinator to distribute cookie dough order sheets &
instructions, compile order sheets and money when turned in, fill orders when cookie dough arrives.

Events

1-2 people: To help host the Fall Kickoff Social (get food & supplies, set up, clean up).

1 person: To serve as Birthday Table Coordinator, either for the year (just 4 times during the year
during a lunch hour) or only for the Fall Birthday Table in October. Full written instructions and
guidance will be provided, as well as a list of other parents who signed up to help with that event.

Communication

1 person: To phase into Web Page Coordinator role, to update information on the web page 1-2
times per month. Training, as well as updated content, will be provided as needed.

1 person: To help with newsletter content (quarterly) and/or other forms of communication to families
and teachers.

Please don’t assume “someone else will do that”. You are needed. (And not just Moms! Dads,
Grandmas and Grandpas are wanted, too!) If many of us can joyfully take on one task, our
kids, our school and our families will all reap great benefits.

When you decide on a task that you would like to volunteer for, please email Kristina Wiebe (4wiebes@gmail.com)
or Sandra Ogunremi (SOgunremi@rcrh.org).
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Nine tenths of education is encouragement. — Anatole France
The aim of education is the knowledge, not of fact, but of values. - William R. Inge
A child educated only at school is an uneducated child. — George Santayana
Education is useless without the Bible. — Daniel Webster
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PTO Page On MCS Website
To further improve communication, a
PTO page is being added to the
school website at www.rcmcs.com
Soon you will find news on events
and activities, minutes from previous
PTO meetings, dates and times for
upcoming meetings, a link to the
online school calendar, and more.
You will also be able to send an

email with questions or comments.

Welcome back to MCS! We hope all our
families have had a full, fun and
refreshing summer. The new school year
comes with a few changes at MCS, one
of which is the launch of this new
quarterly PTO newsletter! The PTO is
committed to bringing families, teachers,
students and staff together, and one of
the ways we plan to do so this year is to
improve our communication methods.

In this and future issues you will find
dates for upcoming events, news and
updates about people and activities,
useful information about education and
learning, and opportunities to help MCS
students, families and teachers.

As you are most likely aware, a multitude
of research on education and school
communities indicates that parental
involvement in schools yields
significant benefits for children’s
learning and academic success. What
you may not have heard before is that
parental participation also results in
increased school resources, better
teaching, and even better parenting!

We encourage you to make a
commitment to be regularly involved in
your children’s experience at MCS this
year. “Successful family involvement is
not a sporadic activity. It is a sustained
commitment to instill the habits of
learning and to set high expectations. It
is making connections to teachers
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Welcome to the 2009-10 School Year

and schools not only when trouble
arises, but as a part of the everyday
process of children’s schooling.” ~
U.S. Secretary of Education.

As Christian parents, even more are we
called to be active in our children’s
education, to be co-teachers of godly
values and behaviors as well as
academic learning. Please look for ways
that you can get involved. First and
foremost, plan to attend all school
events. Your children delight in your
presence at school and are proud to
have you participate! (On the flip side,
they also do notice and care if you miss
an event or don’t participate.) A research
summary article from the Michigan
Department of Education states that
“When parents come to school
regularly, it reinforces the view in the
child's mind that school and home are
connected and that school is an
integral part of the whole family's life.”

In addition to attending events, consider
areas where help is needed (look in this
newsletter for ideas!). Find something
that interests you, or for which you have
talents or skills to offer. If we work
together as a family for the good of MCS
and our kids, not only will we accomplish
more for our school, we will model to our
children godly values of service and
commitment.

PTO Statement of Purpose

The twofold mission of the MCS PTO is:
» To build a sense of community between families and teachers, and
» To expand the volunteer and financial resources of MCS.
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Shelby Anglemyer

Angela Schwarte

MCS Welcomes Two New Teachers
Kindergarten Teacher, Shelby Anglemyer

Some of us may already be familiar with
“Miss Shelby”, who came to Rapid City in
2003 to minister to children at First
Assembly of God along with her
husband, Paul. They are from the Green
Bay area of northeastern Wisconsin, and
have two children: daughter Alyssa, 15
and son Adrian, 10.

Miss Shelby says she loves being
surrounded by children and that even
after 18 years of working with little ones
in early childhood she continues to be
surprised at times!

Some of the things she enjoys include a
good garage sale, making a home
cooked meal, and playing with her dogs.
(She and her family have been having
fun raising Golden Retriever puppies for
the last four years!)

She has a really fun school year planned
for her kindergarten class! She hopes to
make some really messy art projects,
and to instill a love for Jesus and for
learning into the hearts of her students.

Third Grade Teacher, Angela Schwarte

Mrs. Schwarte is originally from Irwin,
lowa, and has recently moved to Rapid
City with her husband and high school
sweetheart, Rick, who is in the Air Force.
Just a year and a half ago, their lives
were blessed with the arrival of their son,
Gabiriel, from Russia. Gabriel is now four
years old and attends the MWF
preschool class at MCS.

Angela has been teaching for ten years,
many grade levels and subjects, in many
places (thanks to the Air Force). She has
taught K-8 music and g™ grade English in
Tennessee, 1% grade and 3" grade in

Three New Teachers?

If you’ve heard another new name around
school and wondered who Mrs. Baxley
might be, she is none other than our first
grade teacher, formerly known as Ms.
Cornell!

Texas, and a one room K-8 school in
Idaho.

She loves to spend time with her family,
read, sing and play the piano. They have
a gray cat named Ana, and hope to add
a dog to the family soon. Even though
they are new to Rapid City, they feel
blessed by their new church family and
look forward to becoming very involved.

Mrs. Schwarte’s prayer for her third
grade class this year is that she can
show Jesus to them in her every word
and action.

After marrying Mr. Baxley last year, Mrs.
Baxley is now using her new name at
school. Congratulations and blessings to
the happy couple!

Student Council Race Begins in September

Students in grades 4-6 are eligible to run
for Student Council. Candidates may
display campaign posters during the
week of September 14-18.

Speeches by the candidates will be
delivered on Thursday, September 17, at
2:15, with elections the following day.
Each classroom will also elect a Class

Representative to the Council.

Encourage the election process, as well
as the notion of leadership, by talking
with your student about these events.

The November newsletter will feature an
interview with the new officers to find out
their goals and plans for the year.

Fall Parent Orientation
Thurs., Sept. 10, 6:30-8pm

ALL parents with preschoolers through
sixth graders should set aside this very
important evening to visit your student’s
classroom. Teachers will spend about
twenty minutes sharing a grade-level
specific handbook which outlines
procedures and expectations for their
class this year. Parents with more than
one child at MCS should visit the oldest
child’s classroom first. Children do not
need to attend, but may come and quietly
join in talking with teachers.

Fall Kickoff Social
Thursday, Sept. 17, 2:45pm

The entire MCS Family is invited to a
Cookies & Ice Cream Social to kick off the
new school year! When you come to pick
up your kids on the 17", park the car and
come on in to enjoy a treat and fellowship
with the teachers and other families.
Besides the goodies, you will hear about
upcoming PTO activities and receive
details about the Fall Fundraiser. Show
your school spirit (and sweet tooth!) by
bringing your whole family to this fun
event!
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We’ve Got Spirit, Yes We Do!

Did you know that the MCS mascot is the
Crusader? To better depict our spirit
(both our school pride and our call to be
spiritual warriors), we will be updating
our school logo to include a bold and
valiant Crusader. Soon the students will
have the opportunity to vote on their
favorite option for the Crusader mascot!

Once the mascot image is chosen, we
will begin taking orders for T-shirts and
sweatshirts with the updated logo in
sizes for everyone in the family. A portion

of the sales will go toward a specific
need at MCS (to be determined).

Ms. Beebe will be announcing some
Spirit Days during the school year, and
asking students to wear their MCS
shirts. They will also be needed for the
spring track meet and may be requested
for students to wear for class outings.
We encourage families to wear them
anytime around town as well to show
our pride and increase community
awareness of MCS.

Support MCS Family-Owned Businesses

Are you an MCS parent, grandparent, aunt
or uncle who owns your own business?
We want to support you!

In the next issue of the PTO Newsletter
(coming in November), we will highlight
MCS family businesses so that other
families at MCS can peruse your products,
visit your store, or utilize your services.

To get your business mentioned, email
Kristina Wiebe at 4wiebes@gmail.com
before October 25.

All it takes is an email to simply have
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Safeway Card Numbers Mean Money for MCS school year

If you shop at Safeway and have a Safeway
Club Card, we want your number! MCS can
earn a percentage of all purchases made at
Safeway between August 12 and
September 11, 2009, by registering club
card numbers to our MCS school account.
Even after the shopping dates have passed,
we have a month to continue to collect card
numbers and receive credit for purchases
made.

If you have not already provided your
card number, you can do so at the Fall
Orientation or Fall Kickoff Social, or
give it to Elaine in the school office. (")
Please ask your friends, family and

churches as well. After we submit all
card numbers, we will update you on
the final amount of money earned. One
year we received $600 from Safeway
Club Cards!

SAFEWAY CLUB

Adding your Club Card number to our
list helps MCS get free money!



